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public schools, and the Protestant Bible 
at that, and then claim that the schools 
are not Protestant, and that no distinctive 
Protestant doctrine is taught there, is to 
be guilty of a casuistry that stultifies every 
one who makes such an argument.

The speaker next turned his attention to 
the ‘4secularists.” He said: “ The secular 
theory is built on a wrong application of a 
right principle. The right principle is the 
entire separation of Church and State, 
while the wrong application of the princi- 
pie is a failure to make a distinction be- 
tween the Church and religion. There 
must be a separation between Church and 
State, but there must not be a separation 
between religion and the State. Our Gov- 
ernment is, and always has been, religious. 
The principle of separation between Church 
and State forbids sectarian teaching in the 
public schools; but the principle of the 
union of religion and the State does not 
forbid undenominational religious instrue- 
tion.” But he did not tell how the State 
was to discover what is undenominational.

He said, ‘ ‘ Self preservation is the first 
law of nature. If the State has a right to 
exist, it has the right to do whatever will 
perpetuate that existence.” This is not a 
valid argument at all. It bears the blem- 
ish of the whole National Reform system: 
that is, that the State is an intelligence 
separate from the people who compose it. 
If the State were an individual, as really 
as is any individual person, then this 
argument might be allowed. But the 
State is no such person. The State has a 
right to exist simply because it is impos־ 
sible for it to do otherwise. The State 
cannot commit suicide; the State exists 
in the nature of things as the result of the 
existence of man in society. In the sense 
in which the words were used by Dr. 
Strong, the State has not the right to do 
whatever will perpetuate its existence. 
Because, especially in religious things, 
what seems to the State necessary to per- 
petuate its existence, is often only a cruel, 
unmitigated tyranny. And even then it 
is doubtful whether the existence of tlm 
State is perpetuated thereby. In the early

to, nor do we know of anybody who wants 
the laws of the land so changed that 
courts shall uniformly do business upon 
that day. If judges and other court offi- 
cials want to observe Sunday religiously 
or otherwise, nobody ought to object, and 
the Sentinel does not object; but it does 
object to laws requiring those to observe 
Sunday who do not wish to observe it, 
and that whether they religiously observe 
another day or not.

An Important D iscussion .

Monday evening, January 13, at the 
annual meeting of the Presbyterian Union 
of New York City, there was a discussion 
upon the question, “ To what extent, if any, 
should religion be taught in the public 
schools?” Dr. Josiah Strong, secretary of 
the Evangelical Alliance, and Dr. David G. 
Wylie, argued in favor of religion in the 
schools; Debtors D. H. Greer and Howard 
Crosby argued against it. It was an in- 
teresting discussion. Dr. Strong led. He 
began by criticising the Roman Catholic 
position. He said that position is to be 
regretted but not to be wondered at. The 
object of the public school is to make good 
citizens; the object of the parochial school 
is to make good Catholics. The removal, 
therefore, of the Bible from the public 
schools as a concession to Catholics would 
be a needless sacrifice, because the primary 
object of Roman Catholic teaching is the 
Roman Catholic religion, and any school 
in which that is not taught is not accep- 
table to the Catholic Church. In answer 
to the Roman Catholic call for the division 
of the school fund, he said it would prob- 
ably destroy the public school, and would 
certainly violate the principle of the entire 
separation of Church and State. He ar- 
gued that the public schools are not Prot- 

i estant because distinctive Protestant doc- 
i trines are not taught.
; Now it is certainly a distinctive Protestant

doctrine that the Bible, without note or 
comment, is the Word of God. And when 
Protestants insist that the Bible, without 
note or comment, shall be read in the
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A b e a u t if u l  illustration of the benefit 
which the Church derives from an alliance 
with the State is presented in the case of 
the English Marquis of Ailesbury, who is 
the patron of twenty-one church livings 
in the Established Church, while at the 
same time he is debarred from all English 
race-tracks for cheating.— Review and 
Herald.

----  «♦.
No intelligent man will condemn our 

churches as long as they are kept entirely 
distinct and separate from the State. But 
every Republican and every Democrat, 
(‘very American should resent to the bitter 
end every attempt of any church to mix 
“ things spiritual and things temporal,” 
to join Cl l urch and State, or to make laws 
to compel men to conform to any code of 
morals.—Topeka Republican.

T h e  Christian Advocate of this city 
notices a recent case at law, in which a 
verdict was brought into court on Sunday, 
and says:—

Colonel Ingersoll, for the defendent, rose to move 
to set aside, or for a new trial. Judge Ingraham 
declined to transact any business on Sunday, be- 
yond the mere receiving and recording of the ver- 
diet, necessary to relieve the jury, and told the 
anti-Christian to wait till Monday. If the latter 
and his abettors (some of them nominal Christians) 
get their way, there will be no rest-day in this 
country.

The S e n t in e l  is not an admirer of Mr. 
Ingersoll, nor are we in sympathy with his 
views upon religious questions, but we fail 
to see in the facts stated by the Advocate, 
any justification for the fling made at that 
gentleman and “ his abettors.” We have 
no idea, that Mr. Ingersoll wants any judge 
to <10 business on Sunday if he dosn’t want
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the Bible that says" ‘do penance?’ Is it 
the Bible that says ‘immerse’ or is it the 
Bible that says ‘baptize‘?’ Is it the Bible 
that contains the Apocraphy, or is it King 
James’ version?”

k‘T11e question of the reading of the 
Bible in the schools might become, a burn־ 
ing question, and the State would then 
have to decide what Bible should be read. 
And as soon as the State does that, then 
some denomination will secure political 
control in its own interests, as is the case 
with Mormonism in Utah to-day. But it 
is said that this makes the schools ‘ god- 
less.’ This cry is more rhetorical than 
true, and, to many, sounds worse than it 
is. It might be brought with equal pro- 
priety against those schools which teach 
only business and penmanship, and schools 
of mechanics, and of arts. These are in 
the same sense godless. But they are not 
ungodly. They are godless· because they 
are schools with a definite purpose in view, 
which purpose is not the teaching of re- 
ligion. That purpose is followed without 
reference to religion. Not that those who 
give instruction there are atheistic or irre- 
ligious men, but because those schools do 
not exist for the purpose of giving instrue- 
tion about God or about religion.

‘,The Church can best do its work when 
it does it without■ any connection with the 
State. The State can best do its work 
without any connection with the Church. 
This is the theory to which we are com- 
mitted by the Constitution. Let the 
Church arise to an apostolic faith; let her 
be inspired by an apostolic spirit; let 
her be fired with an apostolic zeal; let 
her be clothed with apostolic power; then 
she can face the world as the apostoli(* 
church did, and by force of character can 
influence the State and the school vastly 
more than it would be possible to do with 
all the power and machinery in the State 
at her command. By this means it is 
possible for Christians to make Christian- 
ity so dominant that nothing but Chris- 
tian personality will influence the public 
schools. It is not the reading nor the 
reciting of a set form of words that makes 
truth effective; it is the character, the 
living personality that is behind the 
words. The schools are here for every- 
body and for every class. The schools 
must be kept broad and comprehensive, 
and must not be encroached upon by any re- 
ligious body upon any pretext whatever.”

Dr. Wylie was the next speaker. He is a 
thorough-going national ,reformer. After 
speaking in opposition to the Roman Cath- 
olic theory, he denounced the secular the- 
ory as “ atheistic,” and then argued for a 
religious State at once. A goodly portion 
of his argument was also an appeal to 
sentiment and was simply a begging of 
the question.

Dr. Crosby’s speech was rather a sum- 
ming up them a decided argument and was 
quite brief. Of this speech we were able 
to obtain quite a full report. He said:—

from its place and so far lost the true 
idea of her mission as not to be worthy of 
consideration in such a question as this 
so that the only alternative is to have the 
State to do i t ‘?

He argued that the question as to what, 
and how much religion should be taught, 
“ should be settled by a local authority;” 
and “ especially in the cities great care 
must be exercised and a middle course 
pursued between secularizing and Prot- 
estantizing the schools.”

Dr. Strong was followed by Dr. Greer, 
Episcopalian, rector of St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, New York City. No synopsis can 
do any manner of justice to Dr. Greer’s 
speech, and it was impossible for us to ob- 
tain a verbatim report·. It was an over- 
whelming rejoinder to Dr. Strong, and at 
the same time a masterly assertion of im- 
mutible principles both Christian and 
American. In answer to Dr. Strong’s 
attempted distinction between the Church 
and religion, he said: “ Such a distine- 
tion is impossible. The introduction of 
religion into the public schools is the in- 
troduction of the Church into the public 
schools, and is, therefore, a union of 
Church and State. The distinction is 
further attempted upon the question of 
religion, that it is not dogmas of faith, but 
fundamental truths of religion, that is to 
be taught. But how shall religion be 
taught without dogmas ? It may be taught 
without some dogma in which you do not 
believe; but it cannot be taught without 
some dogma in which you do believe. We 
cannot conceive of a church without doc- 
trine. And religion cannot be introduced 
into the public schools unless it is doctrinal 
in the sense of being definite, positive, and 
precise. To speak of the Church without 
doctrine is to talk of daylight without the 
sun, of an effect without a cause.

‘ ‘ But it is said that nothing denomina- 
tional shall be taught, but only those 
points in which all Christians are agreed. 
Who will tell us what these points arc in 
which all Christians are agreed ? Is it the 
infallibility of the Pope ? Is it the divinity 
of our blessed Lord? ‘The doctrine of 
God,’ you say. What God? And what 
kind of a God is it in which all Christians 
are agreed ? Is it a God who proposes to 
save men through the purifying processes 
of pergatorial fire, or is it a God that 
proposes to save all men without any fire 
at all? Is it the God in which the Unita- 
rian believes, or is it the God in which 
the Trinitarian believes ?

“ But it is asked, ‘Should not the Bible 
be read?’ The mere reading of a few 
words from the Bible from day to day is 
not of such a positive sort of religious 
instruction as yet to have excited any 
special conflict. In the event of a conflict, 
which is easily possible, the State to be 
consistent would have to prohibit even the 
reading of the Bible in the public schools. 
Here also the question arises, What Bible? 
Is it Hie Bible that says ‘repent,’ or is it
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days of Christianity, the Roman State 
considered its existence to be in danger. 
It decided that as the State had the right 
to exist, it had the right likewise to do 
whatever was neceesary to perpetuate that 
existence, and that it was, therefore, neces- 
sary to put a stop to Christianity. It 
therefore punished with many untold tor- 
ments׳, even unto death, the profession of 
Christianity. Without entering upon the 
question as to whether the existence of 
the Roman State was perpetuated or not 
by such proceedings, it is certain that the 
Roman State had no shadow of right to 
do to Christianity what it did. This, we 
are persuaded Dr Strong himself will con- 
cede because, assuredly he cannot justify 
it without condemning Christianity; but in 
conceding this, his whole argument is 
gone. The truth and the sum of the 
whole matter is, that with religion the 
State can have nothing to do whether pro- 
fessedly to perpetuate its existence or not.

The speaker further argued that “ the 
State must teach fundamental religious 
truths because it is good for the State. 
The State cares nothing about another 
life.” But the State cannot teach religious 
truth, fundamental or otherwise, without 
having to do with another life. Religion 
relates primarily to the recognition of God 
and another life.

Next l!e argued that it is not so much 
preceptive instruction that is required as 
it is practical. He said, “ The lying of 
children in this country is not because of 
a lack of knowledge of how to tell the 
truth but because of a lack of will.” But 
he did not attempt to tell how the State is 
to create in the mind of a child the will 
to tell the truth when the disposition is 
there to tell a lie instead.

In answer to the suggestion that the 
children be taught religion in the home 
and the Sunday-school, he inquired, “How 
are all those children to be got into the 
Sunday-school ? And, as they cannot read- 
ily be got into the Sunday-school, how are 
these children to be taught reverence for 
God, for man, for woman, and for law? 
There is little reverence and therefore little 
authority in the American home—except 
that of children over the parents. In the 
school is where the State can touch child- 
ren with a moulding hand, and if rever- 
ence is to be taught who shall do it if not 
the State?”

Throughout his speech, the Doctor 
seemed to have forgotten entirely that 
there is such a thing in the world as 
the Church. Certainly these defects exist 
which he has named. There is sore need 
that religion and reverence and authority 
all should be taught. But so far as his 
speech went he could discover none but 
the State to teach these things. But it is 
impossible for the State to teach them; 
and the task of teaching these things was 
never committed to the State by the Source 
of all authority, religion, and reverence. 
Is it true that the Church has so fallen
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Resolved, That the laws on our statute-books in 
reference to protecting the Sabbath as a rest day 
should be faithfully enforced all the more as they 
are in the interest of the whole people.

Resolved, That this convention hereby petition^ 
the General Assembly of Ohio to amend the laws 
relating to our police court juries so as to bring 
them into line with the laws selecting juries for ouf 
county courts.

Resolved, That this convention cannot but repfo- 
bate in the strongest terms the disregard of the 
sanctity of the judicial oath and the principles 
which have heretofore made trial by jury the bul- 
wark of personal liberty, by juries, which, contrary 
to admitted evidence of guilt, have, nevertheless; 
acquitted culprits because they did not approve of 
the laws whicli they had violated.

A glance at some of the papers read will 
suffice to show the spirit in which these 
resolutions were conceived, and the sophis־' 
try of the arguments employed.

The paper read by Judge Μ. B, Hagans 
was a prominent feature of the first day’s 
programme. He started out to consider the 
subject of “ The Civil Sabbath,” but soon 
branched off into history, carrying his 
hearers back 2,500 years to the time of 
Nehemiah, and thereby surprised the 
thinking portion of his audience, who 
must have wondered what Nehemiah or 
anyone else living in his time knew about 
a “ civil” Sabbath. He referred to the 
action of Nehemiah in closing the gates of 
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day and threat- 
ening to lay hands on Sabbath desecrators, 
—an argument having no possible bearing 
upon the subject of a “ civil” Sabbath, 
since Nehemiah did this, not to protect the 
poor laboring men from the slavery of 
their Sabbath toil* but to enforce the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath as a religious in- 
stitution, lest they bring more wrath upon 
Israel by profaning the Sabbath. It is to 
the religious side of the question that the 
advocates of a “ civil” Sabbath always 
gravitate in their arguments. Judge 
Hagans needs to be informed that we are 
not now living under a theocracy, and 
have no one to stand in the place of Ne- 
hemiah, unless we concur with Mr. Crafts 
in the idea that 4 4 the preachers are the sue- 
cessors of the prophets,”—a theory which 
it would greatly stretch the credulity of 
most of us to accept.

The idea that the Sabbath should be en- 
forced because it has a place in the common 
law of the land, was another boomerang 
which the Judge hurled at the opposers of 
a 44civil Sabbath.” Did the Puritans, from 
.whose legislative efforts our Sunday laws 
have descended, enact those laws in the 
interests of a 44civil Sabbath” ? Did the 
Church of England, from which the Puri- 
tans obtained their legislative ideas ever 
do this ? Did the Roman Catholic Church, 
from which the Church of England sprang, 
ever demand legislation in regard to a 
“ civil ” Sabbath ? Everybody knows bet- 
ter. Our Sunday laws are the relics of an 
age when Church and State were united, 
and Sunday was enforced as a religious 
institution, and this stamps them as re- 
ligious laws, appropriately included in our

that in our public schools we must rec- 
ognize the rights of all.”

There were about two hundred and fifty 
or three hundred people present, and al- 
though there were quite a number who 
were in favor of the idea of religion in the 
schools, it was easy to see that the great 
majority were decidedly against i t ; which, 
we were very glad indeed to see. There 
is one point, however, that is of consider- 
able importance. Dr. Strong is secretary 
of the Evangelical Alliance of America. 
He is fully committed to a union of Church 
and State, and, as far as in him lies, he 
commits the Alliance with its influence 
and its methods, to the same things wher- 
ever he can. , A. t . j .

National Reform W ork in Cincinnati.

January 20, 21, there was held in the 
city of Cincinnati, a 44Christian Conven- 
tion,” to consider “ what can and ought to 
be done to save our land from the rising 
tide of vice and immorality.” While os- 
tensibly held in response to a call signed 
by eighty-two persons, of whom seventy- 
three were ministers, the fact that not one 
in ten of these persons were present, and 
that the convention was presided over by 
Rev. J. M. Foster, secretary of the Na־ 
tional Reform Association, and attended 
by such men as Rev. Sylvester Scovel, 
Rev. D. McAllister, and Rev. W. F. 
Crafts, shows it to have been held in the 
interests of the National Reform move- 
ment.

The real work of the convention, apart 
from a two-days’ exhibition of oratory and 
sophistry, is expressed in the following 
preamble and resolutions which were 
unanimously adopted and will in due 
time be presented before the Legislature 
at Columbus:—

It must be admitted that God, the Supreme law- 
giver and Judge, is the source of all civil authority 
and will surely punish all who persistently dispise 
his authority; as he has declared in his word. ‘The 
Nation and kingdom that will not serve me shall 
perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. ’ 
A truth time and again recognized by the early 
statesmen of our Government, by our legislators 
and by Congress as late as 1863, when the Senate of 
the United States resolved that devoutly recognizing 
the authority and just government of Almighty God 
in all the affairs of men and nations, and sincerely 
believing that no people, however strong in the 
justness of their cause, can prosper without his 
favor.

This convention is fully, convinced that vice, 
morality and crime in any community destroy its 
happiness and material prosperity, and it is equally 
true of States and nations, and since a disregard of 
the Sabbath and other moral laws of God—laws 
which belong to the State as well as the churches— 
is one of the factors in promoting these vices, im- 
moralities and crimes, we regard it as of the utmost 
importance that the States, in the interest of good 
government and the prosperity of the people, should 
especially protect the Sabbath as a day of rest; 
therefore,

Resolved, That our Constitution and laws should 
be freed from all ambiguities which obscure their 
meaning and thereby give encouragement to the 
practice of vice and crime and render it difficult to 
enforce the penalties of violated laws.

“ We have been subject of late to an 
educational craze in which we have for- 
gotten and overrun the limits of American 
principles, both in the matter of attempting 
the teaching ^f religion by the State and 
of teaching the higher sciences by the 
State, with both of which, in my opinion, 
the State has nothing to do. It has no 
right to be teaching the higher education. 
The best thing that could be done with 
the Normal College—and I hope President 
Hunter is here to hear me—would be to 
turn it into a grand central police station. 
The best tiling that could be done with the 
Col lege of the City of New York—and I wish 
General Webb was here—would be to turn 
it into a prison for boodlers. I think we 
have no more right to instruct freSly the 
children of all citizens in the higher mathe- 
matics and the calculus and philosophy 
than we would have to tax thé people to 
give each child a thousand dollars to set 
him up in business. And on the same 
democratic, American principle I think 
that half of what is done in the public 
schools could be done away with. The 
only argument for schools established by 
the Government at all is to make citizens 
able to understand what our Government 
is. In other words, we should only teach 
children in the public schools to read, to 
write, to cipher, and to know what the 
American Constitution is. That should 
be the entire curriculum in the public 
schools. Beyond that we have no right 
to go.

44 We have got into an educational craze 
in this matter, and the way to get out of 
it is to limit the work of the State to where 
it belongs. We should no more expect to 
teach religion in the public schools than 
to teach it in a mechanics’ institute for 
the learning of a technical trade. We 
have many excellent organizations for 
benevolent work that are not concerned 
with the subject of religion. Are these 
benevolent institutions atheistic or irrelig- 
ious? It is not the business of the State 
to teach religion. It is the business of the | 
Church. The State teach religion ? I want ! 
the State to get a little religion first. Of 
course, if we are to have religion taught 
by the State in this democratic country, 
we shall have it taught by the local gov- 
ernment. We cannot take a single step 
in the teaching of religion without injury. 
We have no right in. this country, which 
invites all persons of all creeds, to set up 
one of our religious notions as against the 
religious notions that any one else may 
honestly hold. Just as far as we do it 
just so far we encroach on the stability 
which is the basis of our Government.

44The State has no right to go further 
than to teach the simplest branches of 
education. The whole curriculum can be 
gone through with in three years, and 
when we limit public education to that, 
we shall solve this problem which has been 
agitating, and is agitating us, and will 
continue to agitate us. We must learn
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Q uestionab le D eclarations.

• The following extract from a letter to 
tlie New York Voice, raises a very perti- 
nent question for the consideration of the 
Prohibition party, if it is indeed prohibi- 
tion that that party desires. The extract 
runs thus:—

To the Voice.—The letter from a cor- 
respondent, W. H. Wilgus, in a late issue 
of the Voice, brings up one of the most 
important questions the Prohibition ])arty 
has yet to meet. Is there any better time 
than the present to meet it frankly and 
honestly ?

Judging from the platforms adopted by 
various States this fall the Prohibition 
party ικΛν stands for prohibition and re- 
ligious legislation. The last is an expres- 
sion that ought to be hateful to every true 
American. But is it too strong in this 
case ?

These platforms call upon the State to 
defend the sanctity of the Sabbath in vary- 
ing phrases, but to the same intent. Now, 
the Sabbath is purely a religious institu- 
tion, and it does not alter the case to sub- 
stitute the word Sunday, or call for a 
“ civil Sabbath.”

The expression is self-contradictory. The 
province of civil government is to prohibit 
that which is uncivil, but it cannot be 
shown that honest labor on any day of 
the week is “ uncivil,” except by allowing 
the religious character of the day to be 
taken into the account, and then the State 
steps outside of its proper sphere of action. 
However, this phase of the question needs 
no discussion now, for there is no effort 
made to conceal the fact that it is the pro- 
tection of Sunday as a religious institution 
which is desired. .

But what if we exempt the minority from 
the operation of such laws ? Jdiat is simply 
to tolerate them; and toleration is a word 
hateful to every true American. It does; 
not make such legislation right; it admits 
the right of the majority to rule in matters 
of conscience; and last but not least, it 
does not work satisfactorily, and will in- 
evitably lead to a repeal of the exemption 
clause. Our papers are strangely silent in 
regard to these facts and on this question; 
but certainly no side issue will cause such 
division as this, for it involves a matter 
of conscience:

Already the beginning of this defeci ion 
is apparent. The recent formation of the 
National Religious Liberty Association is 
a straw which shows, too well, what we! 
may expect in the near future. Here is an 
association, composed of Christian men, 
heartily in favor of prohibition, loyal to 
our Constitution, and yet compelled by 
earnest convictions to unite in defense of 
religious liberty, and oppose the Prolii- 
bition party because of its stand on this 
question.

It is nonsense, to invite to full party fel- 
lowship those who are agreed with us on

why the public schools should instruct the 
youth concerning the nature of an oath, 
and concerning that Supreme Being of 
whom it makes mention. Upon this slim 
foundation did he build his “ legal argu- 
ment against secular common schools.” 
He even went so far as to asfeert that secu- 
larism, to be consistent, would be com- 
pelled to rule out Webster’s Dictionary; as 
if there were no difference between defin- 
ing the existing conceptions of religious 
things, and inculcating religious ideas! 
He would have the principles of Christian- 
ity openly taught in the public schools, 
which would leave to the Jew and the 
infidel, who did not wish their children 
thus taught, the happy alternative of 
withdrawing their children from the in- 
stitutions they are taxed to support, or of 
building up schools of their own in that 
fair country to which the Rev. E. B. 
Graham, a co-laborer of Dr. McAllister’s, 
referred when he said, “ If the opponents 
of the Bible do not like our Government 
and its Christian features, let them go to 
some wild, desolate land, and in the name 
of the devil, and for the sake of the devil 
subdue it, and set up a government of 
their own on infidel and atheistic princi- 
pies, and then if they can stand it stay 
there till they die! ”

Rev. W. F. Crafts arrived during the 
concluding part of the session, and .spoke 
on “ The National Sabbath.” He main- 
tained, among other things, that the rest- 
day must be a common day for all, ignor- 
ing the fact that communities of seventh- 
day and first-day observers exist together in 
many places without causing the slightest 
friction of the wheels of commerce, and 
said that it was an act of great generosity 
on the part of the States to exempt 
Seventh-day observers from the penalties 
of the Sunday laws. Such an exemption 
he evidently did not sanction. He would 
have all Sunday work of every kind 
stopped, except works of mercy and lie- 
cessity (which he would want the privilege 
of defining), in order that the poor laboring 
men might enjoy their Sunday rest. One 
cannot help wondering why, if they are so 
enslaved and oppressed by Sunday work, 
there has never been a “ strike ” made by 
them for that rest. There have been 
strikes enough for almost everything else, 
but no strike for Sunday rest has ever 
been put on record. On the contrary, the 
laboring men have to be earnestly impor- 
tuned by Mr. Crafts before they will in- 
dorse, and then not unanimously, the 
movement for a national Sunday law.

Space forbids the mention of other 
papers and speakers, in some instances 
able and interesting, but which did .not 
touch so directly upon the subject of a 
State religion. The convention was thinly 
attended, about one hundred being present 
on an average, a large proportion of whom 
were women. Its effect upon the city 
and the State remains to be disclosed.

L. A. Smith.

statute books under the head of 4 4 offenses 
against God and religion.” Such is the 
genealogy of our present Sunday laws, 
which Judge Hagans and others of similar 
bias would like to see enforced under the 
guise of 44 civil ” regulations. Under the 
inspiration of his theme the Judge sighed 
for mayors in our great cities, like Ne- 
liemiah who was not troubled with police 
boards and the jury system, but was him- 
self mayor and chief of police at the same j 
time,—a sigh which will not be extensively ן 
echoed among the people of those cities, or | 
the officers of our municipal corporations.

.Rev. John Pearson read an able paper 
on 4 4 The Minister and His. Responsibility 
for Public Sentiment,” and, unconsciously 
perhaps, hit the National Reform theory 
a blow squarely between the eyes. Minis- 
ters of the gospel and churches were not, 
he said, to come down from their high 
position to take part in the battle of poll- 
tics, but to stand as watchmen on the walls 
of Zion, speaking out loud and boldly on 
all questions which concern public morals. 
This they ought to do, and the place for 
them to do it is in the pulpit. But the 
trouble is that ministers preach smooth 
things there, and then call on the legisla- 
tures to do the work they leave undone, 
by compelling people to be moral by law. 
Such preachers would do well to read over 
and study the great commission under 
which they profess to be working: 44 Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching [not compelling] them to observe 
all things, whatsoever I have commanded 
you.” This defines the legitimate sphere 
of the Christian minister, and when he 
becomes an advocate of compulsory mor- 
ality, he is engaging in a work which 
Christ has never commanded or sane- 
tioned.

Rev. G. W. Lasher read a paper on 
44The Sabbath and the Working Man,” 
repeating the familiar arguments relative 
to man’s physical, mental, and moral need 
of a Sabbath rest, considering the subject 
from the standpoint merely of a physical 
and moral necessity, of which the civil 
law might properly take cognizance. The 
effect of his effort was seriously marred at 
the close when the Rev. Mr. Pearson arose 
and reminded the assembly that that was 
a Christian convention, that the good old- 
fashioned religious Sabbath was what they, 
were principally concerned with, and that 
the 44civil” Sabbath had been dinned in 
their ears quite as much as was profitable.

44A Legal Argument against Secular 
Common Schools, ” was the title of a paper 
read by Dr. McAllister, editor of the Chris- 
fian Statesman. He ignored the position 
of parent or guardian as the overseer and 
inculcator of morals upon the minds of 
youth, and relegated this duty entirely to 
the State. The oath which the State de- 
manded of its jurors and public officers 
furnished, in his view, a convincing reason
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That Sunday Crusade.

T h a t  Minneapolis Preachers’ Sunday 
crusade didn’t pan out quite as well as 
they proposed to have it. It was proposed 
in their original compact that on the even 
ingof the third Sunday in January a large 
number of hacks 01* carriages would be 
retained and held for duty. The ministers 
were to be divided up into sets of threes 
and one of each set to make a short speech 
in one church and drive to another and 
then to a third, being followed in turn by 
each of the other two of his set, and thus 
the whole city was to be crusaded. But it 
didn’t all run smoothly. The first hitch 
in the proceedings was that the managers 
found that some of the ministers of the 
city were not as straght-laced in the mat 
ter of Sunday observance as they them־ 
selves were. The first onslaught was to 
be made against the Sunday newspaper as 
“ the head of all offending.” But the 
managers found that some of the ministers 
were in favor of the Sunday newspaper. 
One of them in fact, Rev. L. G. Powers, 
openly declared that the Sunday paper “is 
more of a help than a hindrance to church 
work.” .

The second hitch in the proceedings was 
a consideration of consistency. They pro 
posed to start a crusade against all Sunday 
work and they found that it would not 
look very well at the very first step, in such- 
a crusade as that, to use a large number 
of hacks or carriages; as this would no 
cessitate work on the part of somebody fc 
get the hacks or carriages ready, and fur- 
ther work to do the driving, and yet fur·■ 
ther work to put the Jiorses and hacks in 
the stables after the evening’s crusade vras 
over, and all this work on Sunday. They 
concluded that it would never do to preach 
against Sunday labor and at the same ti ne 
require so much labor to be done on Sun־ 
day. Consequently, their sets of threes 
all dwindled down to one single set.

The sermons of the liberal ministers off- 
set those of the ones who favored the 

I strict observance of Sunday, while one 
minister declared that “ the Lord and the 
Sunday newspaper cannot remain in the 
same house.” Another said:—

“ The day must include everything that 
any man can find helpful. The Sunday 
paper, while it is of no use to the average 
preacher, is a great benefit to thousands ot 
others. To thousands of toilers Sunday is 
the only day for reading. The Sunday 
paper gives them a view of the great world 
with its true activities. It helps them on 
one side of their nature as well as the 
church helps them on the other. The 
Sunday paper is more of a help than a 
hindrance to church work. Nine-tenths 
of all the money for the support of 
churches and charities in Minneapolis 
comes from the men who read the Sunday 
papers. Protestants are powerless to 
establish self-supporting churches, save 
among reading people; and the circulation

This is a sample of the rebuffs that the 
National Reformers have been willing to 
receive from the Catholics for the last 
nine years. They have received several 
before, and undoubtedly they will receive 
others yet to come. The rebuffs are richly 
deserved, and these were certainly well 
applied.

Who can say but that the Archbishop 
appears to the better advantage in this 
matter ? The Archbishop and the Cath- 
olic Church with him have this at least 
to their credit that what they do believe 
is held by them to be of sufficient impor- 
tance to stand up for it without compro־ 
mise; while this so-called Protestantism, 
that so anxiously seeks the alliance of the 
Catholic Church, is willing to make any 
compromise, and go almost any length to 
secure that alliance. In short, as they 
said nine years ago, “We may be subjected 
to some rebuffs in our first proffers, and 
the time has not yet come when the Ro- 
man Church will consent to strike hands 
with other churches as such; but the 
time has come to make repeated advances, 
and gladly to accept co-operation in any 
form in which they may be willing to 
exhibit it. It is one of the necessities of 
the situation.”

And yet, these are the men who require 
a constitutional amendment under which 
they may be empowered to teach religion 
in the public schools! Why, they do not 
believe the religion which they profess 
with sufficient confidence to make it of any 
effect. Religious teaching, to be of any 
force, must be thoroughly and confidently 
believed by the one who teaches it. Other- 
wise the best and the purest religion that 
ever was, or that could be, would be of no 
benefit whatever. And when these men 
hold their religious principles and doc- 
trines at so little value that they are will- 
ing to compromise it at all, and fairly to 
abandon their position in order to secure 
the co-operation of those who flatly refuse 
to recognize them, then the religion which 
they represent is not worthy of recognition 
by individuals, much less by the Nation. 
To force the teaching of such religion as 
that into the public schools would be to 
do an irreparable in ju r y  to the youth of 
the United Stated, to say nothing of all 
the train of other evils that would be in- 
flicted upon the Nation. If they believed 
their own profession of religion with suf- 
ficient confidence to impress it upon the 
people, they would not need any other 
power to cause it to be received; but as 
they do not they demand control of the 
national power to compel the people to 
receive it. a . t . j .

T h e  principle of persecution, to the 
extent of burning heretics, is inseparable 
from the union of Church and State, 
which makes a crime against the Church, 
also a crime against the State, to be pun- 
islied according to human law. If Ameri- 
cans hate anything it is the principle and 
practice of religious persecution, and if 
they love anything it is civil and'religious 
liberty,— Philip Schaff,

the main issue while such declarations in 
favor of religious legislation are found in 
our paify platforms as have recently been 
made. H a r o l d  S t e a r n s , M.D.

Idaho Springs, Col.

A Sam ple of T h ose “ R ebuffs.”

J a n u a r y  20 and 21, there was a Na- 
tional Reform convention held in Cincin- 
nati. Rev. J. M. Foster, district secretary 
of the National Reform Association, had 
the principal part in getting up the con- 
vention. While they were working up 
the matter, Mr. Foster and Mr. Francis 
Ferry, “ an esteemed elder of the Presby- 
terian Church,” visited Archbishop Elder 
for the purpose of having him unite with 
them in the convention. Mr. Foster says, 
“ The Archbishop received us very cor- 
dially, and was the soul of courtsy.” After 
the Archbishop had received them so very 
cordially and so courteously, the following 
interesting dialogue occurred :—

Mr. Foster—“ We have called to ask you if you 
would be willing to participate in the coming Chris- 
tian convention. ”

The Archbishop—“ You know we Catholics are 
very exclusive.”

Mr. Foster—“ The Baltimore Council advised co- 
operation in Sabbath Reform movements with Prot- 
estants. This led us to hope that you would stand 
with us in the effort to maintain the Sabbath. ”

The Archbishop—“ It is true the Baltimore Coun- 
cil recommended co-operation, but that is to be done 
as citizens. We do not recognize Protestant churches 
or Protestant ministers. There is only one true 
Catholic Church. These other denominations may 
teach the truth in a measure, but they are not the 
Church of Christ. The Catholic Church. is the 
spouse of Christ, and to her hay been committed 
the oracles of God. She has received authority to 
teach the truth. Wo will woi’iv with Protestants as 
citizens, but not as churches. During the war 
Horace Greeley and some others attempted to estab- 
lish peace between the Northern and Southern 
States, but Mr. Lincoln said: *You are good men 
and. have good intentions. But you have no author- 
ity to act. I cannot recognize your work. ’ So we 
say to Protestants, ‘ You are good people. Your 
motives are good. But you have no authority. We 
cannot recognize you/ I would be compromising 
myself to go into a Protestant church and unite 
with Protestant ministers in such a convention.”

Mr. Foster—“ This convention is not to be held 
under the auspices of any church. It is called by 
the National Reform Association—a society made 
up of representative citizens in all parts of the 
country. It is a citizens’ movement. You observe 
the conference is called a ‘ Christian convention. ’ ”

The Archbishop—“ At the same time almost ail 
the signers to the call are ministers, and all but one 
of the speakers are clergymen. My going there 
would be construed as a concession to Protestantism.
If this were a general convention of citizens, orig- 
inating with the people and carried on by them, I 
could act as one of them. But a Christian conven- 
tion carries with it the idea of the Church, and I 
could not be identified with that.”

Mr. Foster—‘.‘The preservation of the Christian 
Sabbath is a matter in which all who love our Lord j 

are interested.”
The Archbishop—“ That is true. I !)reach the 

truth to my people about the Sabbath, temperance, 
divorce, and all those questions. We have author- 
ity from our Lord to do this. You will pardon me 
for saying that no Protestant church has this author- 
ity. And hence I could not act with you even in 
so good a cause, for. in doing so, I would not be true 
to the Church,״
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for it. It was the halv Catholic Church 
that changed the day of rest from Satur- 
day to Sunday, the first day of thfe week. 
And it not only compelled all to keep 
Sunday, but at the Council of Laodicea, 
A. D. 364, anathematized those who kept 
the Sabbath and urged all persons to labor 
on the seventh day under the penalty of 
anathema.

4 ‘ Which church does the whole civilized 
world obey? Protestants call us every 
horrible name they can think of—anti- 
christ, the scarlet-colored beast, Babylon, 
etc., and at the same time profess great 
reverence for the Bible, and yet by their 
solemn act of keeping Sunday they ac- 
knowledge the power of the Catholic 
Church. The Bible says, ‘ Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy,’ but the 
Catholic Church says, 4 No, keep the first 
day of the week,’ and. the whole world 
bows in obedience.”—The Industrial Am- 
erican, Harlan , J o t c a ,  December 19,1889.

Sunday Slavery.

The Pearl of Days repeats its dismal 
wail about “ Sunday slavery,” and says 
that “ if it is not abolished, it will soon 
number more millions than the Africans 
who were emancipated by the civil war, 
and the Constitution of the United States.” 
Why don’t the Pearl of Days make a test 
and carry the case of one of these Sunday 
slaves to the United States courts under 
that amendment to the Constitution which 
abolished slavery in the United States? 
Or does the Pearl understand that it was 
only African slavery that was abolished 
in the United States? If that is the way 
the Pearl of Days understands the Thir- 
teenth Amendment, then we would say for 
its benefit, that neither the word “African” 
nor any other qualifying phrase is in that 
amendment. The amendment says that 
“ neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude, except as a penalty for crime, shall 
exist in the United Stated.” And that 
will cover Sunday slavery as well as any 
other kind. At least the probability that 
it does, is worth risking a case upon in the 
United States courts. Let the case be pre- 
sented.

A Q uestion.

In Brooklyn, N. Y., four persons were 
convicted and fined from $100 to $500, for 
refusing to give to certain children medi- 
cine prescribed by physicians, choosing 
rather to treat the children by other 
means. They were people who believe in 
the “ faith cure,” and the children died, 
hence, the prosecution and the punish- 
ment. This has caused much discussion 
in the public press, some taking one side 
and others the other. All that we shall 
say just at this time is simply to inquire, 
How would it do to impose such a fine 
upon those who do not belie/e' in this 
method of treatment—־the doctors for in- 
stance—every time they lose'a case ?

is to abolish the saloon in the interests of 
Christianity, and because it is a hindrance 
to Christianity, then having done so much, 
why should it not go on and abolish the 
next greatest hindrance to Christianity? 
and the next, and the next, until it has 
abolished every one that there is in the 
world ? If the Government is to take 
away one stumblingblock between God 
and humanity because it is such, then why 
shall it not continue the work and take 
away every one? If the Government is 
to do this, what is the Church for ? And 
if government can do this, what was the 
Church instituted for ? If it can be done 
by law what is the use of the gospel, and 
what was the use of instituting the gos- 
pel ? The truth is that the reason which 
the Lever and the third party Prohibition- 
ists, as a whole, present for prohibition, 
are not valid reasons at all. They are not 
worthy of recognition by government, nor 
are they worthy of the support of any 
man. They mean nothing short of an ab- 
solute union of Church and State. Of 
course they deny it, and we grant that many 
of them do not see it. It is true, however, 
whether they see it or not. Prohibition 
upon a proper basis is a proper thing, and 
a good thing, but prohibition upon the 
basis advocated by the Lever, the Voice, 

and such papers, would be an unmitigated 
evil.

Father Enright on the Sunday.

F or the benefit of those who favor Sun- 
day laws, and especially those who boast 
of the indorsement of Cardinal Gibbons, 
and the co-operation of the Catholic 
Church, we print the following statement 
of Father Enright, lately made, as to the 
authority for Sunday laws:—

“ My brethren, look about you upon the 
various wrangling sects and denomina- 
tions. Show me one that claims, or pos- 
sesses the power to make laws binding on 
tl!e ; (Conscience. There’s but one on the 
face ! of the earth—the Catholic Church— 
that has the power to make laws binding 
upon the conscience, binding before God, 
binding under pain of hell fire. Take for 
instance the day we celebrate—Sunday. 
What right have the Protestant churches 
to observe that day? None whatever. 
You say it is to obey the commandment, 
‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.’ But Sunday is not the Sabbath 
according to the Bible and the record of 
time. Every one knows that Sunday is 
the first day of the week, while Saturday 
is the seventh day and the Sabbath, the 
day consecrated as a day of rest. It is so 
recognized in all civilized nations. I have 
repeatedly offered $1000׳ to *  any one who 
will furnish any proof from the Bible that 
Sunday is the day we are bound to keep, 
and no one has called for the money. If 
any person in this town will show me any 
scripture ·for it I will, tomorrow evening, 
·publicly acknowledge it and thank him

of the Sunday paper is a fair index of the 
reading habits of the people. It is easier 
to convert a man to Christ who reads the 
Sunday paper than it is to make a Chris- j 
tian of a man who does not read at all. Peo- 
pie will read on Sunday. Preachers cannot 
stop them. In a certain neighborhood in | 
this city where sixteen hundred Tribunes 
were taken, only twenty-two have stopped 
their Sunday issue, while nearly four hun- 
dred have taken the Sunday issue only. 
Of the twenty-two, two were preachers 
and twenty were laymen. If opposition, 
,such as has been given, tends thus to add 
to the Sunday circulation, we need not 
expect to see the preachers destroy the 
Sunday papers. The opposition to the 
Sunday papers is made by good men. But 
good men are engaged in editing and pub- 
lishing the Sunday newspapers. These 
facts should lead the preachers to hesitate 
a little in their crusade.”

Another minister who had spoken the 
Sunday before in favor of the opening of 
the public library on Sunday, said:—

4 4 Since my sermon of last Sunday even- 
ing in favor of the library opening, I 
have been the recipient of various tracts ! 
upon Sabbath observance from people who 
deem my soul in danger. For all this 
interest, thanks! In this severe weather 
I am grateful to any tract society that will 
kindly help to keep my fires burning. ! 
What do I care for all the councils that 
ever thundered upon this subject ? W hat,; 
do I care how many ministerial associations ־ 
have pronounced upon it ? What do I care 
for .all the Sabbath conventions that have 
ever been held ? So long as I live, so long 
shall I take these principles regarding the 
Sabbath and apply them according to my 
best judgment. My advice to every one 
of my hearers is to do the same. A grain 
of common sense is worth a ton of the- 
ology.”

The Minneapolis ministers will have to 
get their forces a little better in hand be- 
fore their crusade will amount to much. 
Dr. Strong, of the Evangelical Alliance, 
will have to make at least another visit or 
two to Minneapolis before he gets those 
forces sufficiently allied to make their 
work effective. We wait to see what turn 
will next be taken, and what form of Sab- 
bath desecration it is against which the 
Minneapolis préachers will make their 
next crusade! A. T. j.

Not a Valid Reason.

The Lever says that “ the saloon is to- 
day a greater hindrance to the cause of 
Christianity than all o t he r s an d  inquires,
4 4 What will become of the Republican and 
Democratic voters for sustaining parties 
that keep the saloon as a stumblingblock 
between God and humanity?” We do not 
know what will become of them. But 
granting the saloon is the greatest hin- 
drance to the cause of Christianity, it is not 
the only hindrance; and if the Government
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ing, as it does, tlieVest shore of the historie and 

! world-famed Hudson Diver, and passing through 
1 the beautiful Mohawk Valley.
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.Boston and Chicago ן
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' and run through without change between the 
i points named.
! Buffet smoking-cars, with revolving chairs, are 
a special feature of tin' splendid servin' on the 
West Shore.

Tickets*via.West Shore can be purchased at 
ticket-offices of all connecting lines, and they are 
sold, and baggage checked through to destination 
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By A. T. JONES,
one of tile Editors of the A m erican  S e n t in e l .

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible
Tins Important W ork Shows Clearly the Relation that Should Exist 

between Church and State at the Present Time, as Proven by the 
Bible and H istory of the Past Twenty-five Centuries.

Chap. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between ·‘Christianity and 
the Roman Empire.”

Chap. II distinguishes between “ What is due to God and what lo Cæsar." 
Chap. III shows for what purpose the “ Powers that Be ” art' Ordained.
Chap. IV ably discuses “ The Religious Attack upon the United States ( on- 

stitution. and Those Who Are Making it.”
.Chap. V unmasks “ Religious Legislation,” calling special attention to the 

Blair Sunday Bill, now pending in Congress.
Chap. VI is devoted to the “ The Sunday-Law ■Movement in the1 Fourth Cent- 

ury, and Its Parallel in the Nineteenth.
These and other topics of equal interest make this treatise in d isp e n s ib l e  
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ganization in the land, the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, should take an active and intelligent 
interest in this question in all its phases.

We are sure you are anxious to know all that can 
he said upon this matter, both for and against. It 
is therefore hoped that no previous engagement will 
preclude your attending this meeting.

Respectfully,
The Committee.

Yet with all this effort hut one person 
could be found to speak in favor of the 
hill. One other gentleman had promised 
to speak for the hill, hut in the meeting 
turned against it, and openly opposed it. 
To the in\dtation Mr. Crafts replied:—

Your letter overtook me after several days. Our 
side of the case will be sufficiently presented at 
our convention. W. F. Crafts.

The speeches, which, with the exception 
noted, were necessarily against the hill, 
will he given later, as we have time now 
only to print this hasty notice. At the close 
of the addresses the following resolutions 
were enthusiastically adopted:—

Resolved, That the bill (H. R. 3854), entitled “An 
act to prevent persons from being forced to labor 
on Sunday/’ does not meet our approbation, but 
that we do earnestly protest against its passage, or 
the passage of any bill of similar import, for the 
following reasons, to wit:

First. There is no call or occasion for the passage 
of such a law. No person in the District of Colum- 
bia is, or has been forced to labor on Sunday against 
his will, at any time since the abolition of slavery 
therein.

Second. Works of necessity or mercy are not 
defined in the bill, and their meaning and applica- 
tion are left to the arbitrary prejudice or caprice of 
police magistrates. Under such a law, street cars, 
railroad trains, steamboats and })rivate carriages 
might be stopped; and a citizen might be fined for 
preaching, for shaving himself, or having his dinner 
cooked on Sunday.

Third. Such a law would be a departure from 
the fundamental principle of the institutions of this 
country, which recognizes the right of a citizen to 
do as he pleases, provided he does not encroach upon 
the rights of others; and it empowers a police judge‘ 
to inquire into and decide upon the conscientious 
beliefs of any citizen charged with doing, or causing 
to be done, secular work on Sunday.

Fourth. The passage of such a law is designed, 
and in effect would be an entering wedge for a sys- 
tem of aggressive laws tending to subvert the secular 
character of our Government in derogation of the 
Constitution, and the religious freedom of the citi 
zen guaranteed thereby.

Fifth. The proposed law partakes of the most 
offensive features of the early laws of New Eng- 
land, Maryland, and other colonies of the olden 
time, known as “ Blue laws, " and is therefore a long 
step backward, instead of forward in human prog- 
.ress.

The unanimous sentiment is that it was 
a most successful meeting.

A. T. J
.Washington, I). (Λ, Jan. 20־
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The National League for the Protection . 
of American Institutions, by its Law 
Committee, has reported the form of an 
amendment to the national Constitution, 
which it intends to ask shall be adopted. 
It reads as follows:—

No State shall pass any law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or proliibiting the free exercise 
thereof, or use its property, mony or credit, or any 
power of taxation, or authorize either to be used for 
the purpose founding, maintaining or aiding any 
church, religious denomination or religious society, 
or any institution, or undertaking under sectarian 
or ecclesiastical control.

That might be made a part of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and yet, 
under the decisions religion could be 
taught and religious exercises conducted 
in the public schools in all the States 
where it is now done. Such, however, is 
not according to American principles, 
therefore the League’s proposed amend- 
ment ought to be amended at once.

T he P eople Awaken.

Under the auspices of the National Re- 
ligious Liberty Association, there was held 
in Washington City, Tuesday, January 28, 
a citizens’ meeting for the discussion of 
the Breckinridge Sunday ])ill for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. A good deal of pre- 
liminary work had been done. Nearly 
20,000 Sentinels and S,()00 circulars of 
announcement had been distributed, and 
eight hundred personal invitations sent 
out, besides printed notices in all the city 
papers. As a result between live hundred 
and six hundred people assembled. General 
A. A. Birney presided. The meeting was 
intended to be an impartial discussion of 
the bill. The personal invitations which 
were sent to all the ministers, Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union workers, and 
to six hundred lawyers of the city, be- 
sides a personal letter to Mr. W. F. Crafts, 
read as follows, the first being to the law- 
yers

January 24, 1890, City.
Dear Sir ;

Your attention is called to the bill fora District 
Sunday law now pending in the House. A citizens’ 
meeting will be held in the Rink, on New York 
Avenue, between Thirteenth and Fourteenth Streets, 
Tuesday, the 28th, at 7:30 p. m., for the impartial 
discussion of the merits of this bill. You are asked 
to be present. If you will speak on the question 
please notify J. O. Corliss, 217 Fifth, Street, S. E., 
stating whether you will favor or oppose the bill.

Yours respectfully,
The Committee.

To the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union:—

January 27, 1890, City.
Dear Madam:

A meeting will be held at the Rink, on New 
York Avenue, between Thirteenth and Fourteenth 
Streets, the evening of Tuesday, the 28th, to discuss 
the merits of the læal Sunday bill for the District 
of Columbia, which Mr. Breckinridge of Kentucky, 
has introduced in the House.

An opportunity will be given at this meeting for 
an impartial discussion of the question. Both those 
who favor and those who oppose the passage of 
Sunday laws have been requested to be present and 
speak. You, as a resident of the District of Colum- 
bia, and a member of that organization which is 
exerting a greater moral force than any other or

New York, February 6, 1800.

Note.—Any one receiving the American Sentinel without I 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked “ Sample copy/’ It is our invari- 
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the Sentinel need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office.

W e have received the first number of j 
the Southern Sentinel, published at Dallas, I 
Texas. It is devoted to the same cause 
as the A merican Sentinel. We heartily 
wish it success. ׳ May such Sentinels be 
posted all along the line.

The “ call” for that National Reform 
convention, lately held in Cincinnati, was 
signed by eighty-two persons. Seventy- 
three of these were preachers, the rest were 
made of eight laymen and one woman. 
And yet they try to pass that off as a 
representative “ citizens’” meeting, simply 
in the interests of the State!

Section 11, of Article 1, of the Constitu- 
tion of the new State of Washington, con- 
tains this sentence: “No public money or 
property shall be appropriated for or ap- 
 lied to any religious worship, exercise or( ן
instruction, or to the support of any 
religious establishment.” Yet, as })lain as 
that is, it was attempted when the Legis- 
lature met to have a chaplaincy estab- j 
lished for the State and the legislative 
sessions to be opened with prayer. The ן 
scheme failed as it was })roper that it 
should. The word “ exercise” shut off , 
that relic of the union of Church and j 
State. !

A ccording to the Colorado Graphic of 
January 18, the people of Denver are 
losing interest in the Sunday-closing cru- 
sade, inaugurated there some months since. 
At a recent meeting in the interest of the 
crusade, which the Denver News described ! 
as “ another of those great meetings, ” it is ! 
stated that only one hundred and seventy- ! 
two persons were present, by actual count, ׳ 
“ including forty-one ladies and ten or ; 
more children.” This certainly does not ! 
look very much like “ a great popular ! 
uprising,” especially in a city of the size 
of Denver. One great trouble about this 
movement is, that while its real object is 
the exaltation of Sunday, it prof esser, to be 
primarily a temperance movement. A 
great many temperance people see this, 
and hence stand aloof from the movement 
which would otherwise have their support. 
That sort of prohibition which proposes to 
compromise with the saloons, allowing 
them six-seventh of the time in which to 
carry on their business, is not worthy of 
the name of temperance, and not a few are 

inning to see it.


